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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NAVAL COMPUTER AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS AREA MASTER STATION ATLANTIC SAILOR AWARDED THE 
NATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR MEXICAN AMERICAN RIGHTS AWARD

[bookmark: _GoBack]NORFOLK, Va. – This year’s National Organization for Mexican American Rights award was recently presented to one of Naval Computer and Telecommunications Area Master Station Atlantic’s (NCTAMS LANT) Sailors.  

Information Technology Specialist First Class (SW) Rocio Hammond received this prestigious Diversity Award at an Aug. 28 ceremony in Westminster, Colo.  This award honors military members and Department of Defense (DoD) civilian employees who support the DoD mission, overseas contingency operations, and are recognized as role models.

Petty Officer Hammond is a Leading Petty Officer in NCTAMS LANT’s Operations Department.  She has led and mentored 144 Sailors who provided communications support for Operations NEW DAWN, ENDURING FREEDOM and hundreds of Joint and Navy operational forces worldwide.  During the recent Operation DARK OSCAR, when electrical infrastructure upgrades were installed at NCTAMS LANT, she worked to shift over 1,000 telecommunications circuits and services to other facilities resulting in minimal service disruptions and exemplary support to NCTAMS LANT customers.

Hammond is also a Career Counselor for her department and strives to keep 100 percent of her shipmates progressing in their Naval Careers.  She is fervently dedicated to the equal treatment of all personnel.  This commitment ensures that shipmates both male and female, regardless of race or heritage achieve their highest potential.  Furthermore, Petty Officer Hammond is never too busy to provide one-on-one guidance and career advice to Sailors so that their commitment to service is strengthened and unique talents are developed and shared with others.

Hammond was born in Mexico, but was raised in a small U.S. town with few opportunities at the time, as her parents only spoke Spanish.  Seeing the potential to achieve more while serving her country, she enlisted in the Navy in October 2002.  After completing recruit training, she attended Information Systems Technician School in Great Lakes, Ill.  

Petty Officer Hammond is proud of her Mexican heritage, shipmates, service, and country.  The crew of NCTAMS LANT and the National Organization for Mexican American Rights are equally proud of this outstanding shipmate!
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